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America: Her Attitude Toward
the Negro
>F a foreigner should 
hear t h e  National 
•Hymn of America 
sung, undoubtedly 
he would think that 
every American was 
bursting with praise 
to her for her care and devotion 
to him. To a certain extent the 
foreigner would be right but 
after he had closely surveyed the 
situation; had heard the story of 
hislife, his misery and injustices, 
the foreigner would immediately 
change his opinion of America 
and her attitude towards her 
people.
The Negro did not wander to 
America in search of a livelihood 
or a start in the world, in other 
words, he came not as an immi­
grant. America did not hold out 
to him a torchlight that he might 
be safely guided to her shores 
and as a welcome to aland of op­
portunity. The Negro came not 
on his own accord but at th e  
command and will of the white 
man. The Negro, fettered and 
bound in chains, was ushered by 
his white brother into the wildsof 
America where the ferocious an­
imals and savage Indians dwelt. 
There the African slave toiled for 
more than tw o  centuries. He 
turned the forests, the marshes 
and everglades i nt o  beautiful 
fields and handsome estates for 
his master. T h e  slave found 
America in a state of destitution: 
her virgin soil had not been clear­
ed and her huge forests seemed 
almost impenetrable. The white 
man had viewed this destitution 
for over a hundred years and 
nothing had been done to cut the 
huge forests, or to clear the vir­
gin soil. Only a few towns were 
built along th e  Atlantic Coast. 
This stranger, this slave, this 
Negro came, penetrated the for­
est, cleared the virgin soil and 
made the land the America of to­
day. We say America of to-day 
because it has all been built upon 
that solid foundation laid by the 
hands of the Negro. He labored 
for over two hundred years and 
gave to the white man, in fact, to 
every one, but himself, a jilace of 
opportunity, liberty and  free­
dom.
What has America given to the 
Negro as a compensation for his 
faithful and loyal service? The 
average American w h i t e  man 
boasts: that tlie Negro has been 
given freedom; that he enjoys the 
rights and privileges of a citizen; 
that he is protected under th e  
laws and by the Constitution of 
America. To hear this would 
make one feel ennobled and ex­
alted.
Turn with us please and sur­
vey America from north to south; 
behold her attitude toward ten 
million Negroes, the posterity of 
those African slaves that trans­
formed American forests into 
beautiful fields. In one section 
we find the laws legislated and 
enforced that deny to the Negro 
th e  same privileges that the 
other races enjoy. We are faced 
with the segregation problem; 
the property laws, some of which 
forbid colored tenants living in 
white communities; a n d  even 
diabolical and damnable motion 
picture films displayed in the 
large cities that the minds of the 
young and, too, of the pure may 
be inflamed with prejudice, envy 
and bitter hatred against the 
Negro. Then, as we look upon 
(Continued on P age 4)
THE RUSH
By A Sophomore
HE annual class rush 
between the Sopho­
more and Freshmen 
classes is becoming 
the most interesting 
and exciting of inter­
class contests. From 
the opening o f school till the 
eventful day the rush is upper­
most in the minds of the under­
classmen.
On Friday, October 5, under a 
heavy sky and threatening weath- \ 
er, the second year men erected 
the pole on the athletic field at 
the regulation height, fourteen 
feet from the ground, and placed 
their “ purple and gold” pennant 
at the top as a defiance to the 
first year men. Infused with a 
genuine spirit of warfare the 
Sophs surrounded the pole and 
at 12:35 the pistol shot gave the' 
signal for the Fresliies to advance 
against what proved to be an im­
pregnable fortress. “ Here they 
come,” some one shouted, and 
the little Freshies advanced with 
painted faces a n d  trembling 
limbs.
The x r^oud Sophs, who enjoy 
the distinction of being the only 
class to take the flag from such a 
height met their foe through the 
din of ringing songs, with a fight­
ing tension 100 per cent. The 
first phalanx of the Freshmen 
werequickly scattered and check­
ed without a single one’s getting 
tothepole; a second phalanx soon 
followed only to be met and driv­
en back by an eager reserve of the 
Sophomores. Sharp fighting en­
sued, however, and the third di­
vision of Preshies .was summon­
ed. For eight minutes there was 
an ebb and flow of battle for the
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possession of the first six feet of 
the pole, when the last reserves 
of the Sophomores were sent in 
and quickly hurled back the al- 
j  e a d y exhausted Freshmen. 
That the flag could not be reach­
ed was clearly evident after the 
first charge, but the second year 
men were cautioned not to per­
mit the camera men to get a pic­
ture with a first year man on the 
pole; and just how thoroughly this 
was done was one of the wonders 
of the occasion. The end of fif­
teen minutes of fighting found 
the “ purple and gold”  still float­
ing in the air, and the firing of
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the pistol announced victory for 
the gallant Sophomores.
It must be said for the Fresh­
men that they fought tenaciously, 
and their method of attack well 
deserves praise. But the valor­
ous defense of the Sophomores 
was more than a revelation to the 
enthusiastic spectators; for even 
at the last three minutes of fight­
ing seven men were sent in who 
might well have been kept out.
A word about the (G. A. R.) 
Grand A r m y of Rooters—for 
thus were the Sophomore girls 
ensigned. Trimmed in Purple 
and Gold, and with helmets of cor­
responding li u e, they marched 
up the walk from the Main Build­
ing waving banners, singing jub­
ilant war songs and approached 
the grand stand amid the cheers 
of hundreds of onlookers. The 
high spirit of the girls, their loy­
al sympathyand their convincing 
attitude, not only thrilled their 
undaunted brothers, butsilently 
said to them: “ The girls of ’18 
expect the boys of ’18'to do their 
duty and maintain their suprem­
acy” . It can at least be said of 
the girls that without their en­
thusiasm, cheering and encour­
agement, the boys could never 
have routed the attacking foe so 
decisively.
When we shall have passed, at 
the end of the year, into the sa­
cred realms of upperclassmen,
we shall gowiththeproud distinc­
tion of being the only class to 
take down a flag from the pole in 
the history of class rushes at 
Howard, and at the same time 
not permitting ours to trail in 
the dust. Some saw, others may 
read, but every Freshman will 
remember the rush of 1915 and 
their noble conquerors the victo­
rious “ Sophomores.”  —Joffre
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Mr. Student:
Do you know that the YOUNG 
MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCI­
ATION offers to you:
1. Congenial recreation in the 
form of Bowling, Billiards and 
Swimming ?
2. High Class Current Litera­
ture of wide variety ?
3. A chance to associate with 
men from all parts of the country 
who are doing things?
1. The consequent broadening 
of mind resulting from this En­
vironment ?
W . H. J. BECKET, Executive Sec’y. 
Full Student Membership - $1.00 per year
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The Spirit o f the Freshmen Girls Greatly Inspired Their - 
Warriors Around the Pole. (7Vie Rush)
Young Men’s Christian Associ­
ation Meetings
The Y. M. C. A., under the 
leadership of its new president, 
Mr. W. E. Ricks, seems to have 
been regenerated. An evidence 
of this is the intense interest 
manifested by both officers and 
members in a sincere effort to in­
crease the enrollment of mem­
bers. A membership campaign 
is now on. Nearly two hundred 
names of paid up members have 
already been added to the roll, 
and it is the earnest desire of 
Mr. James W. Pace, chairman of 
the Membership Committee, to 
have by November the ^fifteenth 
at least five hundred men enroll­
ed.
* TheY. M. C. A. has been fortu­
nate in securing the services’ of
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some very representative men 
for the series of lectures to be 
delivered at the regular Y. M. C. 
A. hour every Sunday afternoon. 
Two of the scheduled lectures 
have already been delivered and, 
in addition to these, Mr. C. H. 
Tobias, one of the secretaries of 
the International Association, ad­
dressed the students in Chapel 
o n e  Sunday afternoon on the 
subject “The Importance of Bible 
Study in a University.” At this 
meeting Mr. J. F. Moorland, sen-
Phone North 3486 J
N. ZARIN
Ladies and Gents Tailor
Cleaning. D yeing, Pressing and R e­
pairing. Suits sponged and pressed, 
25e- Pants sponged and pressed IOC, 
3 p a irs  fo r  25C.
ior secretary of the International 
Association, was also present.
Two other addresses that de­
serve favorable comment are 
“ Has Christianity Failed?” by 
Secretary Logan, and “ Humility 
and Manhood” by Rev. Emory B.* 
Smith. These addresses by two 
Howard graduates were well re­
ceived by a large and appreciative 
audience.
On the following SundaysinOc­
tober, the seventeenth, twenty- 
fourth, and the thirty-first re­
spectively, the following men will 
lecture: Dr. E. L. Parks, “ The 
Application of Christian Princi­
ples to the Industrial Problems;” 
Dean Kelly Miller, “Life” ; and 
Professor William Pickens, sub­
ject to be announced.
On Saturday evening, October 
16, the Y. M. C. A. will give its 
annual reception to the new stu­
dents in the University gymna­
sium. This reception is for all 
Howard men, especially the new 
students. Air elaborate pro­
gram in which every department 
of the University is to be repre­
sented has been arranged. This 
reception is opened to all students 
of Howard University.
—S. M. tUackburn
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U We should like to call the at­
tention of the students to the list 
of advertisers in T h e  H o w a r d  
U n i v e r s i t y  J o u r n a l . Many of 
our students come to Washington 
before making their winter pur­
chases, in order that they may 
take advantage of the bargains 
offered here. To such students 
we suggest that they look care­
fully over the list of T h e  J o u r ­
n a l  advertisers before they pur­
chase their winter goods. Our 
advertisers are men of reliability 
and integrity, and will exercise 
the greatest care in attending to 
your wants. You will do well to 
give them a call.
H The work of the college branch 
of the N. A. A. C. P., in trying 
to prevent showing “'‘The Birth of
a Nation”  in Washington de­
serves favorable comment. This 
film, aside from its objectionable 
scenes, causes no little amount of 
rancor to exist between the races 
wherever it is booked to be 
shown. The reputation of the 
film has gone before it. Many 
who have never seen it are wil­
ling to do all in their p.ower to 
prevent its being shown. It has 
been a frequent cause of dissen­
sion and discord, and often vio­
lence has been resorted to in 
order to keep it out of some cities. 
Whatever may be the attitude of 
some toward the exhibition o f  
the film, it is very evident that 
more harm than good will result 
from its appearance in Washing­
ton; and the Capital of the nation 
where at present there is noticea­
ble feeling of amicability among 
the races can not at this juncture 
afford to be turned into a nest-bed 
of antagonism, dissension, dis­
cord and strife even by so spec­
tacular a production as “ T h e  
Birth of a Nation” .
America: Her Attitude Toward 
the Negro
(Continued from  Page 1) 
another section we behold a scene 
of almost intolerable suffering 
with the black man as the victim. 
Here we see the Negro standing 
helplessly in the midst of the 
“white supremacy.” The Negro 
is helpless because he has no 
voice in making a law that is 
made for him to obey. The bal­
lot is the citizen’s power, but this 
power, so far as it concerns the 
Negro, has been curtailed or ex­
hausted by the Judicial voice. 
The Constitution of the United 
States gives to the Negro the 
right of citizenship, the full pro­
tection of the law and the power 
of the ballot. The Constitution 
forbids a state to pass a law that 
will abridge the privileges or im­
munities of citizens of the United 
States or deprive any person of 
life, liberty or property without 
due process of law. In the face 
of this constitution, the first law
of America, Mississippi, Georgia 
and Texas pass laws that curtail 
the privileges of Negroes. One 
state boldy denies Negroes the 
right to vote, another rejoices in 
her wholesale lynchings and still 
another heralds her colored ser­
vitude and “ white supremacy” 
to the civilized world.
Ajnerica, the home of races, 
has upon her shore sons from all 
climes. We find here the thrifty 
and intrepid German, the witty 
Irishman, the scrupulous and 
parsimonious Jew, the proud 
and fanciful Frenchman, the 
treacherous Indian, the progres­
sive Caucasian, the kind-hearted 
and forgiving Negro. They are 
all here under the same flag and 
supposed to enjoy the same 
rights of liberty and peace. A- 
merica has shown to the world 
her attitude towards her colorec 
citizens those men that have 
always proved loyal and- patriot 
ic in times of peace and m os; 
assuredly in times of war are 
now crouched under a burden ojf 
injustices and wrongs. They cr^ 
to America and to her Constiti - 
tion, which she so boldy dare
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Athletic Meeting Banner Year for The JournalStates to disavow, for help and 
protection, but America and her 
American Constitution seem to 
turn to the loud and doleful voice 
of those appealing black citizens 
a cold back and a deaf ear. For 
over 50 years there has been-this 
steady cry, this constant com­
plaint, this doleful voice all ask­
ing for only justice. The Negro 
has refused sympathy and only 
asks for the rights and privi­
leges, that others enjoy, but are 
denied him.
America undoubtedly has for­
gotten the days of her infancy, 
when the Negro roused her, 
reared her and put her before 
the world as a fair maiden among 
Nations. Her Constitution to the 
Negro is but a fai-ce arid her pro­
mises but insults. America has, 
by her actions, apparently relin­
quished all care for the Negro 
and seemingly has taken the at­
titude to enslave a second time 
her faithful servant, her master 
laborer, her skilled architect, 
and her most humble citizen.
—J. S. Hesiip
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On next Monday evening, Octo­
ber eighteenth, at eight o’clock, 
the first meeting of the Athletic 
Association will be held in the 
Chapel. At this meeting the cap­
tain of the track team as well as 
a representative to the Athletic 
Council from the College Depart­
ment will be elected.
Last spring t r a c k  activities 
took a sudden impetus at Howard 
and one o f  the most successful 
meets ever held on our campus 
took place. This new life given 
to athletics was due in a large 
measure to t h e energy of the 
manager of the track team. It is 
justsuch caliberof managers that 
our various teams need, because 
the success of any team in any 
bi-anch o f sport depends, to a 
large extent, upon the man at the 
head. Let the student body take 
notice and be out to the meeting 
in full force that we may begin 
our work in the right manner.
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It is very encouraging to the 
J o u r n a l  Staf f  to find a ready 
response to its call for subscrip­
tions to the H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  
J o u r n a l . The members of the 
J o u r n a l  Staff are making an ef­
fort to make the J o u r n a l  inter­
esting to all its readers.
Scissors and Razors Sharpened Tel. Main 1085
McKee Instrument 
Company
Microscopes, Microtomes, Laboratory Sup­
plies, Hospital, Invalid and Sick 
Room Supplies
917 G Street N. W. Washington, D. C.
HOWARD SHOE REPAIRING SHOP
Shoes Repaired at Reasonable Rates. 
Special attention given Students 
from the Hill. Give me a call. 
E D W A R D  N ES B Y ,  Prop. 
2213 Georgia Avenue
J. S. BURKE
O. K. Tailor
Your patronage solicited. Special rates 
for Students
2217 Georgia Avenue
Dieges and Clust
Jewelers and Silversmiths
Medals, Class Pins, Fraternity Pint, 
Cups, Etc. Diamonds, Watches, Jew 
elry, Bronze Statuary.
R o o m  618 M unsey Building
H. C. Stratton, Student Agent
W .  O .  A T K I N S
University Agent for the Crisis
Complete line of other standard magazir
Box 221 Howard University 
Room 98 Clark Hall
Phone North 5421
Harlan’s T oggery Shop
The only Colored Hab­
erdasher in the city
U p-to -D ate  M e n ’s  W ea r . A lw a y s  
_ f ir s t  w ith the la test.
•
Laundry Department
Special rates to students. All 
phirts 10 cts.
1848 7th St., near cor. T Washington, p . C
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Located in the Capital of the Nation. 
Campus of twenty acres. Modern, scientif­
ic and general equipment. Plant worth 
$1,300,000. Faculty of 125. One thous­
and five hundred students last year. Un­
usual opportunities for self-support
The School or Theology
Interdenominational. Five professors.
Broad and thorough courses of study. 
Shorter English courses. Advantage of con­
nection with a great University. Students’ 
Aid. Low expenses. Address Isaac Clark,
D. D.,Dean.
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tal and Pharmaceutic Colleges
Over forty professors. Modern labora­
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not surpassed in America. Dental College, 
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McNeill, M. D., Secretary, Fifth and W 
Streets, Northwest.
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Ph. D., Dean.
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working, printing, domestic arts and sci­
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Director.
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Five teachers. Elementary instruction 
and regular college courses in music leading 
to graduation. Address Miss Lulu V. Child­
ers, B. M., Director.
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Address Miss Grace L. Hewett, Librarian.
The Academy
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ter immediately upon professional study. 
Address Charles S. Syphax, A. B., LL. M., 
Dean.
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Commercial Law, History, Civics, etc. 
Gives Business and English High School 
education combined. AddressGeorge W . 
Cook, A. M ., Dean.
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Superhuman Effort o f the Freshmen to Scale the Pole. (The Hush)
"The Assault and Defense of 
the Purple and Gold”
The annual Freshman-Sopho­
more flag rush, which event for 
the past three years has been 
looked upon as the most impor­
tant physical contest engaged in 
by any two classes of students, 
took place on last Tuesday, the 
fifth of October. This contest 
will go down in the history of the 
University as being one of the 
cleanest battles ever waged be­
tween two rival classes.
Long before the time set for 
the contest crowds of students 
from every department o f the 
University, as w e l l  as people 
from the city, began to crowd 
about the roped arena. Scatter­
ed around the greased pole, at 
the top of which proudly floated 
their purple and gold banner, sat 
the indomitable Sophs ,  s i x t y  
strong, awaiting the hour of the 
conflict. To their right stood the 
Sophomore g i r l s  be decked in 
their class colors, singing their 
class songs and cheering their 
husky warriors. A few minutes
before the beginning of the con­
test the Freshmen girls marched 
across the campus and took their 
station opposite the Sophs, all the 
while singing and yelling in true 
college style.
In the meantime the first squad 
of Freshies, fifty strong, under 
the l e a d e r  s h i p  of Green and 
Spenser marched with majestic 
step towards the roped arena. 
The time for the contest h ad  
come. At the crack of the pistol, 
an Opening into the arena was 
made, and on came the Freshies 
with a mad rush. The fight was 
on. The Sophs with fiery zeal 
met the onslaught of the Fresh­
ies, and soon Freshie and Soph 
were locked in mortal strife. In 
less than four m i n u t e s  every 
Freshie had a Soph busy and only 
a few Sophs were s tanding  
around the pole to defend it.
While the crowd was surging 
back and forth in its eagerness to 
witness this fearful struggle, a 
second band of Freshies, twenty 
in number appeared on the scene. 
The outlook for victory a t this 
point favored th e  Freshmen. 
They quickly struck down the
7
Sophs around the pole, and then 
began their str uggle to reach the 
Sophomore flag at the top of the 
greased pole. At this juncture 
capricious fortune came to the 
aid of the^Sophs. With super­
human! strength they regained 
their feet and fought their way 
again a r o u n d  the pole. The 
Freshmen in their mad desire 
made leap after leap at the pole 
but the Sophs jerked them down 
every time.
Time was rapidly passing as 
this kind of warfare was furious­
ly going on,when the third and 
last company of Freshies rushed 
into the arena. With only four 
minutes of time left the Fresh­
ies battled strenuously to reach 
the Sophomores’ flag. Time and 
again the Freshies boosted a man 
a little way up the pole but the 
Sophs always managed to bring 
him back to earth. In vain did 
the Freshies run and leap up­
on the backs of their comrades 
in an attempt to reach the ene­
my’s flag.. Thus they fought un­
til the report of the gun ended 
the contest with the purple and 
gold still waving at the top of 
the pole.
The Sophs went wild with joy 
at their great victory. They pa­
raded the campus bearing their 
victorious banner before them 
and won applause by the man­
ner in which they sang their catchy 
college songs. O n the other 
hand, the Freshmen girls loudly 
cheered their boys and marched 
from the field with a spirit that 
won for them great praise. The 
Freshmen lost but they fought 
like men and they can find con­
solation in that old adage, “There 
is no disgrace in an honest de­
feat.”
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Howard Boys Win at Tennis A Tribute to Negro Music
During the week of August the 
30th, our champion tennis team, 
Milburn and Hyman, played in 
the tennis tournament held at 
Wilmington, Del. Our champions 
played through the tournament 
without suffering defeat, and in 
the finals defeated Nicols and 
Cummings, representing t h e  
Chautauqua Tennis Club of Phila­
delphia, who h o l d  t he  closed 
championship of Pennsylvania. 
Our team not only won the hand­
some trophy for the doubles but 
in addition Hyman won the cham­
pionship in singles and also car­
ried off the cup offered in that 
event. Mr. Wilkinson, the cham­
pion of the District in singlesy 
was the referee during the tour­
nament and reports that it was 
one of the best ever held in that 
state.
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Percy Grainger, the eminent 
Australian pianist and composer, 
has a very interesting article in 
the Current Opinion concerning 
the folk songs of the American 
Negro and the transition of Ne­
gro . composers to the higher 
realms of music. Mr. Grainger 
has made a special study of folk 
songs and hisopinions inthisfield 
are authoritative.
He finds a remarkable likeness 
between Negro and English folk, 
songs. He does not attempt to 
generalize about this fact but be­
lieves the English Speaking mu­
sicians owe much to the Negro.
Mr. Grainger divides the de­
velopment of music into three 
stages. The first is the folk song 
stage, the second is the vaude­
ville stage, the third is the clas­
sical sphere. Mr Granger is en­
thusiastic about, t h e  Negro’s 
progress in this third stage and 
remarks: “ It may be said that 
the folk music is dying out, but 
the same thing is happening in
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other countries. Since itmustdie 
out it is good that the Negro race 
has such talented men as it un­
doubtedly7 has. As far as one can 
judge, the present mode of de­
velopment, the present stage, 
viewed dispassionately is perfect­
ly delightful.” The article con­
cludes with a glowing tribute to 
the New York Clef Club, to hear 
which is “ more than worth one’s 
while to travel across the Atlan­
tic, and, too Will Marion Cook 
whose Songs, Exhortations and 
Piano Songs are in themselves 
works of real genius and origi­
nality that deserve a world-wide 
reputation.”
Such impartial criticism com­
ing from anauthority in the musi­
cal world is both gratifying and 
inspiring. There is no better op­
portunity than here at Howard of 
preserving our simple and melo­
dious folksongs and also encour­
aging and developing our music 
in the classical sphere.
. —Eulalia Lane’ 16
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